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Art. XIV. In naval wars any strong presumption that either bel- 
ligerent takes advantage of the benefits of neutrality, with any other 
view than the interest of the sick and wounded, gives to the other bel- 
ligerent, until proof to the contrary, the right of suspending the Con- 
vention, as regards such belligerent. 

Should this presumption become a certainty, notice may be given to 
such belligerent that the Convention is suspended with regard to him 
during the whole continuance of the war. 

Art. XV. The present Act shall be drawn up in a single original 
copy, which shall be deposited in the Archives of the Swiss Confederation. 

An authentic copy of this Act shall be delivered, with an invitation 
to adhere to it, to each of the signatory Powers of the Convention of the 
22d of August, 1864, as well as to those that have successively acceded 
to it. 

In faith whereof, the undersigned commissaries have drawn up the 
present project of additional articles and have apposed thereunto the 
seals of their arms. 

Done at Geneva, the twentieth day of the month of October, of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight. 



The Declaration of St. Petersburg, 1868 

Upon the invitation of the Imperial Cabinet of Russia, an interna- 
tional military commission having been assembled at St. Petersburg 
in order to consider the desirability of forbidding the use of certain 
projectiles in time of war among civilized nations, and this commission 
having fixed by a common accord the technical limits within which the 
necessities of war ought to yield to the demands of humanity, the under- 
signed have been authorized by the orders of their Governments to 
declare as follows: 

Considering that the progress of civilization should have the effect 
of alleviating, as much as possible the calamities of war: 

That the only legitimate object which states should endeavor to 
accomplish during war is to weaken the military force of the enemy; 

That for this purpose, it is sufficient to disable the greatest possible 
number of men; 

That this object would be exceeded by the employment of arms 
which uselessly aggravate the sufferings of disabled men, or render their 
death inevitable; 

That the employment of such arms would, therefore, be contrary to 
the laws of humanity; 
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The contracting parties engage, mutually, to renounce, in case of war 
among themselves, the employment, by their military or naval forces, 
of any projectile of less weight than four hundred grammes, which is 
explosive, or is charged with fulminating or inflammable substances. 

They agree to invite all the states which have not taken part in the 
deliberations of the International Military Commission, assembled at 
St. Petersburg, by sending delegates thereto, to accede to the present 
engagement. 

This engagement is obligatory only upon the contracting or acceding 
parties thereto, in case of war between two or more of themselves; it is 
not applicable with regard to non-contracting powers, or powers that 
shall not have acceded to it. 

It will also cease to be obligatory from the moment when, in a war 
between contracting or acceding parties, a non-contracting party, or a 
non-acceding party, shall join one of the belligerents. 

The contracting or acceding parties reserve to themselves the right 
to come to an understanding, hereafter, whenever a precise proposition 
shall be drawn up, in view of future improvements which may be 
effected in the armament of troops, in order to maintain the principles 
which they have established, and to reconcile the necessities of war 
with the laws of humanity. 

Done at St. Petersburg, November 29 (December 11), 1868. 



Project of an International Declaration Concerning the Laws and Customs 
of War, Adopted by the Conference of Brussels, August 27, 1874- 

Article I. A territory is considered as occupied when it is actually 
placed under the authority of the hostile army. 

The occupation only extends to those territories where this authority 
is established, and can be exercised. 

II. The authority of the legal power being suspended, and having 
actually passed into the hands of the occupier, he shall take every step 
in his power to re-establish and secure, as far as possible, pubUc safety 
and social order. 

III. With this object he will maintain the laws which were in force 
in the country in time of peace, and he will only modify, suspend, or 
replace them by others if necessity obliges him to do so. 

IV. The functionaries and officials of every class who, at the instance 
of the occupier, consent to continue to perform their duties, shall be 
under his protection. They shall not be dismissed or be Uable to sum- 
mary punishment (punis disciplinairement) unless they fail in fulfilling 



